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Morning Meditation with Pastor

In our Readings today, we see not only where faith guides but also to whom it ultimately leads. In Ruth 1, we
learn of Naomi’s difficulties as she faced numerous instances of grief. Yet her faith remained in the Lord and His
provision, which would lead her to Judah. Faithful to her mother-in-law, Ruth would be guided not only to a new
land but also to the knowledge of the one true God. In 2 Timothy 2, even amid imprisonment and suffering, Paul
points young Timothy and all hearers in faith to remember Jesus Christ, reminding of the One who remains
faithful despite earthly troubles. In Luke 17, ten lepers encounter Jesus and beg for His mercy. Jesus heals them
all and then affirms the faith of the cleansed Samaritan, making him well spiritually. As we are called, gathered,
and enlightened by the Holy Spirit, who gives and sustains the gift of faith still, we are guided by Scripture and
led through it to our Savior, Jesus, in whose name we worship in our prayer, our praise, and our thanksgiving for
all He has done.

Welcome

Invocation

P In the name of the Father, and of 1 the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Songs “Glorious Day”
“O Praise the Name”

Psalm Psalm 108

My heart is steadfast, O God!
I will sing and make melody with all my being!

OO0

| will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the peoples;
| will sing praises to You among the nations.

OO0

For your steadfast love is great above the heavens;
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

OO0

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
Let Your glory be over all the earth!

That Your beloved ones may be delivered,
salvation by Your right hand and answer me!

OT O7T

Confession and Absolution

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.



(Silence for personal reflection)

P As we have confessed in our hearts, we now confess with our mouths:
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ruth 1:1-19

In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in Judah
went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was
Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion.
They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and remained
there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 These took
Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about
ten years, ® and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her
husband.

6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in
the fields of Moab that the LORD had visited his people and given them food. 7 So she set out from the
place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of
Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house.
May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. ® The LORD grant that
you may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up
their voices and wept. ° And they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” ' But Naomi
said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Have | yet sons in my womb that they may
become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for | am too old to have a husband.
If | should say | have hope, even if | should have a husband this night and should bear sons, 3 would
you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters,
for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me.”
14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung
to her.

15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after
your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For
where you go | will go, and where you lodge | will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God
my God. 7 Where you die | will die, and there will | be buried. May the LORD do so to me and more also
if anything but death parts me from you.” ' And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with
her, she said no more.

19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came to Bethlehem, the
whole town was stirred because of them.

Gospel Reading Luke 17:11-19

1 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. '? And as he entered
a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance '3 and lifted up their voices, saying,
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” ' When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves
to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 1° Then one of them, when he saw that he was
healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; ® and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving
him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are
the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”



”

19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.

Confession of Faith

C | believe in God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the T life everlasting. Amen.
Song of the Day “‘Hosanna”

Offering

An offering basket is available at the entrance

Our tithes and offerings are brought forward and placed on the altar.
For all things come from You, and of Your own have we given You. - 1 Chronicles 29:14

Sermon Pastor Jonathan Dueker
Welcome of New Members
Prayers of the Church

The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and { give you peace.
C Amen.

Closing Song ‘Do It Again”

t Go in peace and serve the Lord.
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