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3  SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY January 21, 2024rd

Divine Service, Setting Four

AS WE GATHER 
Welcome - It is truly a pleasure and honor to be gathered with you to praise
and glorify God on this Sunday morning in January.   We sincerely invite and
lovingly encourage all who are searching for a church home to join us in the
joy of our journey and become actively involved with us in this challenging,
rewarding adventure with Christ and His church here in this place. Through
the Epiphany Season we are reminded, that to our Lord a day is like a
thousand years and a thousand years are like a day, yet we live each day
knowing that all time is in His hands. Until He calls His people to heaven, we
rejoice for the time to gather where His Spirit is, to be blessed by His Word
and Sacrament, to rejoice in His mercy and forgiveness, and then to make
use of our time to His witnesses to others. Our lessons from God's Word
today focus on Christ's call to be His fishers-of-men, and how He expects
great things from us, His Body of Christ, because He's blessed people like
you and me, with all our weaknesses and fears, with His grace gift of faith
that empowers us to trust in His promises and the power of His Holy Spirit. 
Pray for His Holy Spirit to fill us with the faith, the hope, and the love that we
- The Body of Christ with all our imperfections, can truly be Christ's fishers
of men and strive to do plenty to make HEAVEN FULL and hell empty!

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME

T PREPARATION T

OPENING HYMN
“‘Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake”  LSB 688
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INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Jonah 3:2, 10; 1
Corinthians 7:29, 31; Mark 1:15, 17

P Hearing the Word of God, we are called to confess our sin, trusting in
the one true God who is faithful and just and who will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for meditation.)

P Though Jonah was reluctant when the Lord spoke to him the first time,
He spoke to Jonah a second time and told him, “go to Nineveh, that
great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.”

C As You, O Lord, have given us the message of the Gospel, we
have been reluctant to go bring Your truth and grace to all people.
For this we seek Your forgiveness.

P Paul reminds the people of God, “The appointed time has grown very
short. . . . The present form of this world is passing away.”

C As You, O Lord, have given us each day and hold all time in Your
hands, we have not used our time wisely. For this we seek Your
forgiveness. 

P In today’s Gospel, Jesus called to Simon and Andrew, “Follow Me, and
I will make you become fishers of men.” Immediately they dropped their
nets and followed Him. 

C As You, O Lord, have called us to follow You, we have instead
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. For this we seek Your
forgiveness.

P Even to the evil Ninevites, God showed His mercy upon their
repentance. “When God saw what they did, how they turned from their
evil way, God relented of the disaster that He had said He would do to
them, and He did not do it.” Jesus proclaimed to the people, “The time
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.” Though we deserve His present and eternal punishment, God
has relented by sending His Son to bear our sin and to be our Savior.
Christ has taken our punishment on the cross, paid the price of our sins
through His perfect life and sacrificial death, and for His sake forgives
us all our sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce the grace of
God to all of you. In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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T WORD T

INTROIT      Ps. 113:1–2, 4, 7–8; antiphon: Ps. 113:3
From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the LORD is to be praised!

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!

Blessèd be the name of the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore!

The LORD is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens!

He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap,

to make them sit with princes,
with the princes of his people.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the LORD is to be praised!

KYRIE

SALUTATION and PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our
infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend
us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT             Jonah 3:1–5, 10 Pew Bible, pg.921
(Jonah goes to Nineveh.)

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE         1 Corinthians 7:29–31 Pew Bible, pg.1136
(Faithful living with time given)

R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA and VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL         Mark 1:14–20 Pew Bible, pg.994
(Jesus calls the first disciples.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read.)

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

CREED    Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
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begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and

the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY   “O Christ, Our True and Only Light” LSB 839

SERMON    Guest Pastor – Galen Grulke
“The Body of Christ Strives to Do Plenty to Make Heaven Full and
Hell Empty!”

OFFERING     “He Will Provide” Sola Deo Gloria
· You may also give electronically:

o Visit our web site:  www.peacelcms.org
o Click on the “Give” button or “Ministries” and then on

“Online Giving”
· You may also give by text to (989) 308-4203 & then follow the

instructions

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH     Isaiah 60:1, adapted
P Let us pray for the Church of God and for all people according to their

needs, for You, O Lord, in all times and in all places, promise to hear
our prayers and to answer them according to Your will. In this season
of Epiphany where the light shines on our Savior, manifested as the
Word made flesh, continue to reveal to us through Your Word the mercy
and grace found in Jesus Christ alone. Arise and shine,

C for our light has come.
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P As You work Your will and send the salvation message through Your
people, we are sometimes asked to go where we’d rather not go.
Though not to Nineveh like Jonah, we have been called by the working
of Your Spirit to go and make disciples of all nations. Grant to us a
confident and bold faith to live as Your witnesses to the ends of the
earth beginning in our homes, our church and community, and among
all our neighbors in this world. Soften the hearts of the hard-hearted and
open the minds of the close-minded that all may come to repentance
and know You as the one true God who sent His Son into this world to
redeem the world. Arise and shine,

C for our light has come.

P As the present world is passing away and time is short, we see the
brokenness and results of sin in our daily lives. For those who struggle
in body, mind, or spirit, affirm to them Your promises of peace in Your
time as Christ has overcome the world. Point us all to Your continued
presence, and assure us that Jesus is victor over anything that we
might fear. In Your good time, come and make all things new. Arise and
shine,

C for our light has come.

P As Jesus called His disciples to become fishers of men, they responded
immediately to drop their nets and follow. Give us such an urgency to
also hear and heed the call and to follow in faith where Christ leads. As
we do not know the hour of Your return, give an eagerness to our lives
as faithful stewards of all we have been given with time, treasures, and
abilities, that we use them to Your glory and for the sake of others. Arise
and shine,

C for our light has come.

P As You still come to us in our time of need, You come in the body and
blood of our Savior given and shed for us for the forgiveness of sins.
Equip us for the continued journey through our days that we remain firm
in faith and bear fruit that will last until You call us home. Arise and
shine,

C for our light has come.

P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

T SACRAMENT T

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before
the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your
Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You
have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on

those whom You created, and out of perfect love sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. As You
turned Your wrath away from the people of Nineveh through their
repentance, You have turned Your wrath away from us through the
cross of our Savior, Jesus Christ. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark
14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Whiter Than Snow” Sola Deo Gloria
“On Galilee’s High Mountain” LSB 835
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”  LSB 685
“Onward, Christian Soldiers” LSB 662

NUNC DIMITTIS
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING   Psalm 136:1
P Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION     Numbers 6:24–26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” L SB 826

T in the name of Jesus T

Acknowledgments:
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