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From the Pastor’s Desk

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed Me
…” - Matthew 25:35 ESV
 
Dear Friends in Christ,

Today I had the opportunity to help someone, and I’m
grateful now that I did.  However, if I’m being perfectly
honest, I didn’t particularly want to help her at first.  She
stopped by the church this morning, and it wasn’t a
particularly convenient time.  I already had a small window
of time during which I was hoping to accomplish a number
of things, and figuring out how to help a homeless stranger
wasn’t one of the items on my list.

As hard as it might be to believe, the woman was apparently
passing through our area on foot.  She claimed that she does
not own a vehicle.  I first spotted her through my window as
she walked around the back of the church.  She had a
grocery bag in her hand, and I assumed she might be
dropping something off, although I couldn’t imagine what. 
She also had a dog with her, and out here away from town,
that’s not a normal occurrence.  Deer, yes.  Turkeys, yes. 
But a human walking a dog, I think that might be a first.

I greeted her at the door and asked if I could help her.  She
wondered if we had a place she could sit for a while.  At
first, I thought maybe she meant a quiet place to sit and pray. 
But then I realized that she just wanted a place to rest and
warm up.  It was only in the 30s today, after all.  Because
she had a dog with her, I told her that unfortunately our
building isn’t really suited for pets.  She seemed to
understand and asked instead if I happened to know anyone
who was heading towards Onaway.  I didn’t, of course, and
had to stop and think how I might be able to help her.  I
didn’t see how I could feel good about sending her on her
way on such a cold day, particularly with no vehicle.

We talked for several minutes outside before I realized how
ridiculous that was.  I was getting cold, and I’m sure she was
much colder, so I invited her to step inside.  One
conversation topic led to another, and I finally decided I
would see if I could arrange some lodging for her for a night
or two here in town.  That would at least give her some time
to rest and warm up before she moved on.  What she will do
when she leaves town in a couple of days, I don’t know, but
she didn’t seem to have much of a plan for when she got to
Onaway.  I had already decided that there really wasn’t any
reason I couldn’t take the time to drive her over there, so
driving her around the corner to a motel seemed like a good
compromise.

Before we left the church, I tried to think of what we might
have here that I could send with her.  She asked if we had a
food pantry.  I told her about our hygiene pantry instead, and
we walked that way and found a few things she thought she
could use:  a toothbrush, some toothpaste, some soap, some
shampoo, etc.  I couldn’t help but notice how grateful she
seemed to be to receive items most of us take for granted.

As we went through the hygiene pantry inventory, she noticed
a shopping bag that was sturdier than her plastic grocery bag. 
I thought that might belong to someone, but I found another
one nearby that I thought might do the trick.  She was pretty
excited about a bag most of us would probably consider a
throwaway item; we have a closet full of them at home.  Then
she noticed some blankets in the corner and asked about
them.  I told her we had recently collected them to give away
and that she was welcome to one of them.  We went through
what was there, and she found one that wasn’t too big to carry
around but still large enough for her and her dog.  During the
entirety of our visit, she was as concerned about him as she
was about herself.

After finishing in the hygiene pantry, and as we walked
towards the kitchen, she noticed the office supplies we have
sitting out in the narthex and asked if she could have a pencil. 
We have, I would imagine, 3000 pencils sitting around our
house (none of them ever sharp when we need them to be,
mind you), but she was content to take two with her.  From
there I walked into the kitchen to see if we might have a
couple of food items I could send with her.  I found a few
things sitting around - some crackers, some potato chips,
some fruit snacks, a couple of bottles of water - and she
received them like they were gold.  They would be enough for
for her supper, she remarked later.

We finally walked out to my car.  Our own dog was never
allowed in my car, but I knew I had to make an exception in
this case.  Before we left, I remembered that I had meant to
ask her if she could use some gloves or another hat.  So I ran
back inside, first to bring her a box of gloves from the
hygiene pantry.  She found some with dog prints on them and
later said they were perfect.  Then I ran back inside again to
grab a box of hats and scarves.  She was grateful to find one
of both she could use.  She thought the scarf would be
particularly helpful.

When I came back out, I then remembered that while waiting
in the car, she had noticed a small pastor’s book in my back
seat and wondered if it was a Bible and if I had any more of
them.  I really didn’t want to run back inside for a third time,
but I remembered that I had a compact Bible in the back of
my car that I used to use for visits.  The print had become too
small for my liking, and it probably hadn’t been used in
several years.  I grabbed it and felt a tinge of regret for just a
moment at the thought of giving it away.  But then I realized
that she had more use for it than I did at this point.  It had a
small concordance, after all, and that’s what she wanted.

From there I drove her to the motel, got her checked in,
prayed with her briefly (at her request), and said good-bye
after receiving several grateful fist bumps.  I don’t know what
will happen from here.  She has the church’s phone number,
so I suppose I may hear from her again.  But then again,
maybe I won’t.  God only knows.

Why am I sharing this story?  Well, for one thing, it’s been on
my mind all day.  But sometimes people have wondered, I
know, why we have a hygiene pantry.  And why we always
seem to be collecting this and that for this or that group.  But
today some of those items we’ve gathered here at the church,
in the hope that someone, somewhere would benefit, wound



up helping one person who needed every little bit of help she
could get.  And for the generosity of our members that
resulted in all those items and helped to make it possible for
me to help a needy stranger today, I am grateful.  Thank you!

“Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: 
Whenever you did one of these things to someone overlooked
or ignored, that was Me - you did it to Me.” - Matthew
25:40 The Message

Middle School Track & Field

As some of you know already, I recently volunteered to fill
a coaching position at the middle school in town.  I learned
that there was a vacancy and, after giving it some thought
and talking it over with Julie, I felt it was a way I could
possibly contribute to the school community and our
community at-large.  I also felt it was a way I could be
intentional about getting out of my office and spending some
time in - and establishing some additional connections in -
the community, while doing something I enjoy in the
process.  While I have never had the opportunity to coach
track before, I did participate in cross country and track in
both high school and college.  And, as I have discovered as
a cross country and track parent over the last year, I continue
to enjoy being involved with both sports.

Although the middle school track season is a relatively short
one, I will admit that the schedule is a bit more demanding
than I envisioned at first.  Quite frankly, I don’t have the
time to be a coach without making some sacrifices, both
personally and pastorally.  However, over my 20+ years in
ministry I have passed up any number of opportunities
because I felt I didn’t have the time to give.  As I get older,
I am finding that I am less and less satisfied with that excuse,
and I decided that in this instance I was going to make the
time and figure it out as I go.  I am already grateful that I
chose to do so.

I am also grateful that one of our members, Chad Coolman,
who is the High School Track & Field Coach, has been
willing to serve as a sort of mentor for me as I have been
learning the ropes during the first part of the season.  I am
also grateful to him that, when I mentioned the possibility to
him as I was starting to consider it, he was very supportive
and pledged his assistance.  Lisa Coolman is also assisting
me when she is able, and her help has also been very
valuable.  I am grateful to them both for helping me to make
this work this spring.

I am mentioning this, in part, because for roughly three more
weeks, I will need to devote a couple of hours each weekday,
and more on meet days, to this position.  As a result, at times
I may not be as available as I would ordinarily like to be, and
I may need to put some of my regular tasks on the back
burner until the end of the season.  However, I believe that’s
a worthwhile sacrifice to make.  And I would like to thank
our members in advance for being supportive of me in this
endeavor.

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Riddle
Pastor Derek Riddle

Second (Informal/Contemporary) Service &
Mission Start

Sunday, May 1, marks the official launch of our second
Sunday service, which is informal and more contemporary in
nature.  This service, which has already been underway
“unofficially” as of the beginning of March, is being held at
11:15 a.m. and meets at the front of the Fellowship Hall.  Our
prayer for this new venture is that it will bless many of our
current members but also provide an opportunity for us to
reach some whom we are not currently reaching with our
current 9:30 a.m. service and more traditional format.  Please
plan to join us and check it out!  Or if a contemporary service
is not your personal preference, maybe tell a friend or a
neighbor!

As was mentioned at a recent Voters meeting, as our new
service begins, it may help to think of it as a new mission
start.  When a congregation decides to start a new mission in
an alternate location or another community, it is not
uncommon for some members of the congregation to serve as
core members of the new mission start.  That is one way the
“mother” congregation can support the “daughter”
congregation, by pledging some of its resources in order to
assist the daughter congregation in getting off the ground and
attaining stability.  The mother congregation willingly makes
that short-term sacrifice in the interest of the shared mission
of the two congregations.  The hope is that the end result is a
greater number of people being reached overall.

In a way, that is what is happening with our new service. 
Attendance at our 9:30 service might wind up being impacted,
particularly in the short-term, as some of our members choose
either to check out or maybe even to commit to the 11:15
service.  On the surface, that might not look very
encouraging, and it might even be a little bit painful. 
However, if the end result - over time - is that more people
are attending overall, any sacrifices that might have to be
made will be more than worthwhile.  And that is our prayer
regarding this new venture:  that our congregation’s mission
will be furthered and the Kingdom of God advanced as we
seek to provide a worship experience with a distinctly
different atmosphere than the 9:30 service.  It will not appeal
to everyone, and that is okay.  If it appeals to some, and if it
increases the odds that they will be in church on any given
Sunday, then it will be a success.

To God alone be all glory, honor, and praise!

Wednesday Praise

Now that the season of Lent is behind us, our Wednesday
Praise service will resume on Wednesday, May 4.  (Please
note that we will not meet on May 11, however, due to a
schedule conflict.)  This is an abbreviated devotional service,
roughly thirty minutes in length and casual in nature, which
features contemporary Christian worship music.

Second Wednesday “Stories”

In February we attempted to begin a monthly sharing and
discussion group focused on becoming more intentional in
our daily interactions with our “neighbors.”  A big part of this
process was intended to be simply sharing our stories -
including our failures as well as our successes - with each
other, praying for each other, and encouraging each other. 
Our plan was to meet on the second Wednesday of the month



immediately following Wednesday Praise.  However, as a
result of either schedule conflicts or low attendance, we did
not meet in either March and April.  Another schedule
conflict will interfere with our May meeting, as well, and we
would not have attempted to meet during the summer
anyway, so this group will be discontinued for the time
being.

May’s “Life Quotes” from Lutherans For Life:
May 1 “Let’s also recruit, instruct, and support more couples
and families toward opening their homes to serve children in
need. Multitudes—majorities, even—of foster families and
adoptive parents confess Christ and consider themselves
for-life. More foster parents—not fewer children—seems the
most praiseworthy solution to foster care failures. And those
who can recognize those failures may just be the most
excellent candidates for the vocation!” Pastor Michael
Salemink, Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans
For Life • lutheransforlife.org

May 8 “Remember, it is your INDISPENSABLE hands that
gather up all the coins from baby bottles, the diapers from
diaper drives, and the layettes and baby clothes that keep
pregnancy resource center shelves stocked and able to
provide much needed support for a pregnant mother and
father to choose life!” Jeff Duncan, Lutherans For Life – A
Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

May 15 “Christians are called to proclaim the truth, and that
truth is clear: All life is valuable. Each member of the human
race is vital. All lives are indispensable because of Christ.”
Michelle Bauman, director of Y4Life – A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

May 22 “Your ascended Jesus goes with you. When you
have doubts and struggles, take them to Jesus. When you’re
conflicted and troubled by sin and guilt, take it to Jesus and
the cross. Together we lift each other up and grow up in
Jesus! You are gifted! You are equipped! Know you are
serving Jesus! Now and to eternity.” Rev. Darren Green, St.
John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls,
Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life •
lutheransforlife.org

May 29 “Every child is created by God, in His image, on
purpose—for His purpose! This is the wonderful thing about
human babies: ALL of us share this exact same thing in
common—each of us is planned!” Barbara A. Geistfeld,
D.V.M. Lutherans For Life regional director of Texas – A
Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org

Board of Elders   
The Board of Elders’ April Bible study provided by Pastor
Riddle discussed “Why do some hear the Gospel and
believe, while OTHERS DO NOT?”, an article written by
Rev. Clint Stark.

“Why some and not others?” falls under God’s hidden will,
that is, those facets of Himself and His will that He does not
reveal to us (Romans 11:33); we do well not to investigate
these things. Instead, we go to where God reveals His will–
the Holy Scripture. Here is what we do know from Scripture
and our Lutheran Confessions about this question.

(1.) Luther’s 3  Article-We know that all are “dead-in-rd

their-trespasses” sinners and deserve hell; no one is
righteous (Romans 3:23).

(2.) We also know that God loved all and sent His Son to
suffer hell on the cross and die for the sin of the world
(John 3:16-17). 

(3.) We know that God desires all to hear and believe this
Good News and have everlasting life (1 Timothy 2:3-4;
2 Peter 3:9). 

(4.) We know that God elects to heaven but does not
predestine anyone to hell (Romans 8:30).

Why do some hear and believe, and others do not? God has
not provided the answer to this question. We know all are
equally by nature deaf to the Gospel and in need of the
miracle of having our ears opened. We know the miracle of
faith unto salvation is God’s work (Ephesians 2:8) and
rejecting the Holy Spirit’s call by the Gospel is sinful man’s
fault. God gets credit for salvation; man gets credit for
damnation (Acts 7:51; Matthew 13; 22:1-14).

The Augsburg Confession states that we are justified by faith
alone and not by works of the law (AC IV; see also Romans
3-4). Article V teaches how we obtain this faith: “So that we
may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and
administering the Sacraments was instituted. He works faith,
when and where it pleases God, in those who hear the good
news that God justifies those who believe that they are
received into grace for Christ’s sake.” As Romans 10:17
says, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the
word of Christ.” We know the Means of Grace that our Lord
uses to create and sustain faith—the Word and Sacraments.
The Holy Spirit creates faith through the vehicle of the Word.
Again, God receives all credit for our believing by grace
alone, as we say in the Small Catechism, “I believe that I
cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ,
my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me
by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and
kept me in the true faith” (SC II).

“Why some believe, and some do not” is not a question for us
to ponder. The question Jesus asks is “Who do you say that I
am?” (Matthew 16:15). We do better to concern ourselves
with hearing the Gospel and receiving the Sacraments often
so that He who began a good work in us will carry it to
completion (Phillipians 1:6). This Gospel drives us to God
revealed in our Lord Jesus Christ in whom He desires to be
known (John 1:18).
 
As Pastor Riddle reminded us during his sermon on April
24 , just because Easter Sunday has come and gone doesn’tth

mean we are done celebrating our risen Lord. The month of
May brings us the 3  thru the 6  Sundays of Easter, Therd th

Ascension of our Lord on the 26  of May, and finally the 7th th

Sunday of Easter. April showers were supposed to bring May
flowers. Let us pray that happens, and may the Word of our
Lord bloom in our hearts forever!

Just a short note to let the congregation know where I am in
the Michigan School of Missions through the Sioux Falls
Seminary. I am currently enrolled in the following classes:
“Introduction to the New Testament,” “Teaching the Faith,”
and “Doctrine II.”  I am roughly 75% done with these classes,
and I am presently working on one of the required Master
Assessments: A Doctrinal Essay on the six chief parts of
Christian Doctrine as outlined in Luther’s Small Catechism
and applied to my spiritual journey as a Child of God and that
informs my ministry endeavors. Thank you, one and all, for
the continued prayers and encouragement!
 Deacon Student: Randy Martens
 



The Lutheran Hour
The Lutheran Hour can be heard locally on Sunday
mornings at 7:00 a.m. on 92.5 FM and at 11:00 a.m. on
1450 AM.  You can also listen on-line or via podcast at
www.lutheranhour.org.  You can also download the
Lutheran Hour Mobile App to your mobile device. 
Instructions for doing so can be found at
www.lhm.org/apps/. 

May 1
"Three C's of Christian Witness"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Competence, Conversation, and Caring-the three C's of
Christian witness.
(Daniel 3:28)

May 8
"What the Bible Is Like"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The Bible is like an encyclopedia, a love letter, a
self-help book, and a Good News article--but these
comparisons all fall short.
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

May 15
"What the Bible Is About"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(1 Corinthians 15:3-5)

May 22
"What the Bible Is For"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(1 Timothy 4:13)

May 29
"Imagine That!"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Dean Nadasdy
(Revelation 22:1-7)

Stewardship Corner
Living Sacrifices
Stewardship is not just about giving money to the
church. It includes this, to be sure, but it is not limited
to it. 

Stewardship involves our whole life - everything we
have and everything we are.

Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that
because we give of ourselves in one area then we can
neglect giving in another. Stewardship is not stealing
from Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game that we play
whereby we justify ourselves in not giving a tenth of our
income because we have given in some other way.

This is why our Lord warns: "Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and
cumin and have neglected the weightier matters of the
law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you
ought to have done, without neglecting the others."
(Matthew 23:23) We are given to do both - tithe of
ourselves and what we have.

And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us: "I
appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and
perfect." (Romans 12:1-2)

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God.
We are not to have the mind of the world, where we
exchange equal weight of this for an equal weight of that
and think that we have done what God has required. Our
whole life is given over for service in and for the Church
of God. This is to be done in thanksgiving for what God
in Christ has accomplished for us. This is our spiritual
worship, the reasonable response to what He has done
for us. Not one for the other but all in all.

But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a
general principle without also giving us some practical
application of what shape that principle is to take
concretely. He gives the general principle that our bodies
are to be living sacrifices to God. And, after admonishing
those who have been given particular gifts of grace to
serve the church, St. Paul then speaks generally of what
is expected of all. He says:

"Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast
to what is good. Love one another with brotherly
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do
not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
saints and seek to show hospitality." (Romans
12:9-13)

This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living
sacrifices. This is how we live out the grace of God here
in time.

Let us then heed the apostle's teaching. Let us present our 
bodies - everything that we have and everything that we
are - as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response
to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His
death and resurrection. Through this, we have
forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, and eternal
salvation. And through this worship, the grace of God is
made manifest in His saints - for the church and the
world.
Taken from: www.lcms.org/stewardship   

Join us at our new, Informal/Contemporary
Service at 11:15 Sunday mornings in the

Fellowship Hall! 

http://www.lutheranhour.org
http://www.lhm.org/apps/
http://www.lcms.org/stewardship

